THAILAND
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FIRST TRAVELER BACK
Imagine being the first traveler back to the Elephant Nature Park… the first one to feed
the elephants bananas and take them for a bath in the river. This is your opportunity to
take in Thailand without the crowds. From Bangkok to Chiang Mai to Krabi, you’ll enjoy
amazing cuisine, luxurious properties (including the brand new Banyan Tree Krabi), and a
chance to see the highlights of Thailand before the crowds come back.
This itinerary balances seeing day-to-day life, enjoying amazing food experiences, and
just sitting back, relaxing and enjoying a whole new view while putting 2020 firmly in the
rearview mirror.

THAILAND ITINERARY SUMMARY - 10 DAYS
BOUTIQUE ACCOMMODATION OPTION:

LUXURY ACCOMMODATION OPTION:

Bangkok: Riva Surya – Riva Room
Chiang Mai: Na Nirand Romantic Boutique Resort –

Bangkok: Four Seasons Bangkok – Deluxe Riverview Room

Romantic Lanna Grand Deluxe Room

Chiang Mai: 137 Pillars – Rajah Brooke Room

Phuket (Khao Lak): Devasom Khao Lak Beach Resort &
Villas – Seaside Grand Deluxe Room

Phuket (Krabi): Banyan Tree – 1 Deluxe room

TOUR RATE: $3,150.00 PER PERSON SHARING DOUBLE/TWIN

TOUR RATE: $5,950.00 PER PERSON SHARING DOUBLE/TWIN

Day 1

Bangkok:
Arrival

Day 2

Bangkok:
Exploring the City Like a Local

Day 3

Bangkok:
Morning Culinary Delights & reservation at Jay Fai

Day 4

Chiang Mai:
Arrival & Doi Suthep with Wat Suan Dok

Day 5

Chiang Mai:
Sunshine for Elephants

Day 6

Chiang Mai:
Morning Alms Giving with Meditation & Pantawan Cooking Class

Day 7

Krabi or Khao Lak:
Chiang Mai to the Beach

Day 8-9

Beach
Days at Leisure

Day 10

Beach
Departure

Price Includes:

Price Excludes:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Air tickets
Boat tickets as specified
Accommodation as specified
Air-conditioned car/van with driver
Licensed English speaking guides
Tours & admission fees as mentioned above
Meals as specified in itinerary, including water

•

Personal expenses
Visa fees
Airport tax
Drinks (except water) and meals not mentioned
in itinerary
Tips

Day ONE
Bangkok Arrival
You’ll arrive to the large and impressive Bangkok Airport and after going through immigration and collecting your
luggage you should make your way to Exit B Door 6 where your guide will be waiting, holding a sign with your name
on it. They will take you outside to the waiting air-conditioned van and you will head to your hotel for check in.

Day TWO
Bangkok: Exploring the City Like a Local
Chat with your guide the night before about what time
you’d like to start off today, but we recommend between
8 and 9am. From your hotel you will board a river express
taxi to Pak Klong Market. Here you can explore the market,
full of flowers, spices and traditional offerings. Once you’re
done exploring the market your guide will procure a local
tuk tuk for a quick ride to Wat Pho to see the celebrated
Reclining Buddha. Afterwards, enjoy a relaxing thirty-minute
massage from the nearby traditional Thai massage school.
After your nice break enjoy lunch at a local restaurant
before heading to the amazing Grand Palace. Here you will
be able to explore the palace, its well-manicured grounds
and Wat Phra Kaew which houses the Emerald Buddha.
After you’ve explored the palace you will head to your own
private riverboat for a tour of the klongs (canals) that make
up the interconnected waterways of the city. This ride takes
you on the “back alleys” of the city...look out for monitor
lizards lounging in the sun and enjoy a stop to feed the
giant catfish! You will be dropped at your hotel at the end of
your boat journey to enjoy a relaxing evening.

Day THREE
Bangkok: Morning Culinary Delights and reservation at Jay Fai
Start today hungry! Your guide will meet you in the hotel lobby at 8am and you’ll head to your first stop for tea and a
snack at a local food stall. From here you’ll head to a famous local market, Aor Tor Kor. This Co-op was created by the
Marketing Organization for Farmers and is immensely popular for tourists and Bangkok locals alike. After enjoying a
filling lunch, head back to your hotel for a free afternoon.
As Jay Fai is a local street food restaurant where no reservations can be made. We have instead arranged a local
guide to queue for you from this morning and your dinner time will depend on how long the queue is for the day.
This guide will call your main guide as your number is approaching and will take you to the restaurant. Your guide will
assist with your order if needed (food cost is on your own).

Day FOUR
Chiang Mai:
Arrival and Doi Suthep with Wat Suan Dok
You will be met by your guide at your hotel and transferred
to Bangkok airport for your flight to Chiang Mai. (Direct
flight from Bangkok to Chaing Mai included) Arrive in
Chiang Mai where you will be met by your guide and
transferred to your hotel. Your guide will drive you to visit
Doi Suthep, the most important Wat in Chiang Mai. This
picturesque temple is perched high above the city, it offers
wonderful views of the farms and countryside below. From
here we head west of the city’s walls, to one of the most
beautiful viewpoints in Chiang Mai for sunset – Wat Suan
Dok., literally translates to ‘’field of flowers’’. This temple
was built by King Keu Na of Lanna and is a prime example
of Lanna architecture built in the 14th century. You will
witness evening prayers, by the Buddhist monks, and
village locals, as the sun sinks below the horizon.

Day FIVE
Chiang Mai: Sunshine for Elephants
This morning, you will be met at your hotel by your Englishspeaking guide and transferred to the Elephant Nature
Park for your join-in tour. This is a wonderful organization
dedicated to conserving and promoting the well-being
of elephants. Enroute you are shown a video about
elephants, followed by a safety instruction video. Upon
arrival, you will meet up with elephants that have been
recently rescued and learn a little about their history. You
will have an opportunity to feed and walk the elephants
through the dense mountain forests, witnessing their
natural behaviors and a sense of freedom. You will have
an opportunity to help renew the elephant’s habitat by
planting trees in the forest.
After lunch, you will join the elephants at their favorite play
spot, the mud pit. On your trek back to the camp, you can
have great fun by sliding down a natural waterfall slide.
Complimentary refreshments will be served before the
hour-long drive back to Chiang Mai where you will return
by early evening.

Day SIX
Chiang Mai: Morning Alms Giving with Meditation and Pantawan Cooking Class
Buddhism is one of the cornerstones of life in Thailand, so this morning you will experience how life in Chiang Mai
can revolve around Buddhism and its many rituals. Wake up early and meet your guide at 6:30am, we will go to
Wat Sri Sodha to see the monks collecting alms, typically rice and fruit, then returning to their monastery for their
morning meal. Your guide will explain the history and ritual behind giving the alms, so that you may respectfully
take part in this daily ritual. We then visit the Kruba Sri Vichi Monument, where many locals come to leave candles,
incense and flowers. Your guide will share the significance behind giving each item as an offering. Afterwards,
you will follow your guide to the Chiang Mai morning market where you will sit down for a typical local breakfast
of noodle soup and delicious Chai Tea.
We will then depart for Wat Chedi Luang by 8am to listen to the monks morning chanting and learn about a
monk’s daily life. You will have time to explore this 15th century temple and its beautiful grounds before heading
on to Wat Suan Dok around 10am. At this temple, you will have the opportunity to sit and chat with a monk about
Buddhism, meditation and his everyday life. The monk will discuss with you the importance of meditation and
then lead you in a brief practice. Late morning you will be transferred back to your hotel.
This afternoon you will be picked up at your hotel by the cooking class assistant. You will then head to the local
market, close to the Pantawan Cooking School, to shop for the freshest ingredients used in creating Thai dishes.
The school building is made of teak, in the traditional Thai Lanna style, and is equipped with a large comfortable
kitchen for cooking and creating. The school also has their own small organic farm where vegetables are grown
to be sold at the market you had visited earlier in the day. The chef will demonstrate how to prepare four different
dishes. Then, you will have an opportunity to roll up your sleeves and create your own delicious masterpieces.
Enjoy the fruits of your labor out on the peaceful garden patio before returning to your hotel for the day.
Please keep in mind that we are at the mercy of the monks. If the monks have a special blessing the day of your
visit, or there is a Buddhist holiday, they may not be available to chat. In these cases, we will do our utmost to
arrange alternative chats.

Day SEVEN
Chiang Mai to the Beach
Today you will be met at your hotel and transferred to
the airport for your onward flight.
From here, choose your beach destination. We’re
recommending a beach stay in Krabi or Khao Lak,
which you’ll see outlined below.

Krabi:

After breakfast, your guide and driver will take you
to the airport in time for your flight to Krabi. A hotel
representative will be holding a sign with your name
on it and will take you to the hotel for check in.
Please note that your stay at Banyan Tree includes
a complimentary Rainforest treatment for two.

Khao Lak:

Arrive in Phuket airport, pick up your luggage and
walk outside. A hotel representative will be holding
a sign with your name on it and will take you to the
hotel for check in.

Days EIGHT & NINE
Beach: Days at Leisure
Enjoy your day at your leisure at the beach.

Day TEN
Beach: Departure
Your driver will take you to the airport in time for your
flight to Bangkok. (Direct flight from either Krabi or
Phuket to Bangkok included). Catch your connecting
International departure flight.

